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Hovember 1lth Sywmphony Concert a2t Northrup Auditovium,

University of Minnezoia.

OBJECTIVE: To obtalin a profile of the audience which attended

the regular Friday night symphomny concert on November

11, 1353,

PROCEDBURE: Questionnaires were ingexted inte every symphony

program 8t the November 1lth concert, which each
membar of the audience was . requested to complete aud
return £o an usher. The total sttendance for that

congaerkt was about 3,100, and the number of completed,

‘usable returns was about 1,900, or 60 %. The ques-

tiocanaires were then coded, punched on IBM cards,
tabulaﬁed, and analyzed. The resultes are included
in this report under two secticms. The firse,
titled "C@ncerning the whole audiemce.....” containms
all the tabulatioﬁs whieh weve dome for the whole
group of raeturnd. Thé second section, titled "Cone
cerning particular groups in the auvdience.....”
divides the sudience into seversal homogencous groups,
and showe how these groups differ on several char&c-
teristice. This section brings out séme very useful
findings which would remain hiddem 1if the audience

were only trested as & single group.



SUMMARY: Seventy-four per cent of the asudience lived in
the Minneapelis metropolitan arss. Eighteen per
cent lived in St. Paul. Fifty-four per cent of
the audience was under the age of 35. Sixéy-one
per cent of the audience had their OWNn Beasocn
ticket. The thfée groups in the audience which
sgéwad important differences were the season ticket
holders, tﬁé;é %he did not have ssascn tickete,
and those who borrowed gea@on‘ticﬁets.

One of the most interesting findinge cone
cerned the geographic lecation of the audience
attending the symphony on Friday night, November .
il, 1955. Seventy-four per cent of the audience
reslded in Minneapolis or its suburbs, and eighteen
per cent were from St. Paul. The suburbs of Richfield,
Edina, 8t. Louis Park, Hopkins, and Golden Vsglley
contain about thirteen per cent of the Minneaéolis
metropelitan area population, and they accounted
for thirteen éer cent of the Hinnespolls metropolitan
area population agfending the Hovember llth symphony
concert. |

Another impoﬁt&nt finding concerned the
average age of the audience. Pifty-four per cent of
the audience was under 35 yaaré cf age. Excluding
the studente, which of coursé, are a.ycwng ZTOUp, -

fifey~-two per cent of the professional group {the
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largest éccupati@nal group in the auvdience) were
under 33 years of age. Housewives and business men
(the third and fourth lavgest occcupational groups)
were o Llittle older, but even ona-thivrd of these
groups were less than 35 years old.

Three groups ¢f pecple in the sudience which
were of garticulér interest were: the seacon tickst
h@ldérs, those who did not have scason tickets (most
of these people bought single edmission tickets,
but there ware & few who had passes and a few who
were ushers) and these who b@rzewgé seasgon tickets
for the evening. & few of the meore important

characteristies of these three groups are:

Season Ticket Holders (61 % of the audienca): Thirty perx

cent of the seascon ticlkef holders did not attend the

opening concert. Twenty-three per cent of them did

not attend any rvegular Friday night concerts last
year, Two-thirds of them have not attended a
Twilight Coneert in the lest two yeers. Half of
them had sttended an opera ot an Artist Course
concert in the last two yeare, The average number
of regular Friday night concerts attended last year
by those whé attended eny wag 1l per pexsocn. The
older age groups had a much higher percentage of
season ticket holders than did the younger groups,
although forty-siz per cent of all the season ticket

holders were under 35 years old. One-third cf the
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