A Frankenstein Overture

for orchestra

by Greg Sandow



Instrumentation:

2 flutes (second doubles piccolo)
2 oboes

2 clarinets in A

2 bassoons

4 horns in F

2 trumpets in C

3 trombones

timpani

strings

Duration: c. 6’ 40”

This piece comes from from portions of my 1982 opera Frankenstein. 1 and my librettist—the
novelist and poet Thomas M. Disch—adapted Mary Shelley’s novel, trying to imagine how we’d
have done it if we lived when she did, in\the first half of the 19th century. That’s why the music
often echoes the styles of two composers I love, Verdi and Bellini.

The first section of this overture (up to letter E) is the opera’s short orchestral prelude. The
extravagant trombone solo that follows comes from three passages sung by the Creature. The
gentle music at letter I is an orchestral postlude to a brutal scene at the end of Act 2, in which the
Creature murders Victor Frankenstein’s bride. After she dies, the Creature, full of remorse, lays
her body on her bridal bed, while this music plays. At the dissonant chords just before letter K,
the Creature is overcome by rage, and stabs the corpse. The end of this piece, from letter K
onward, comes from the end of the opera, where the Creature dies all alone on the ice near the
North Pole. (Though the climax just before letter L is an interpolation from somewhere else). The
final measures are its dying heartbeat.

A Frankenstein Overture was commissioned by Orchestra X, which premiered it in Houston in
1998. I’ve made revisions since then. For more information, for performance materials, or for a
synthesizer recording of the piece, please contact me:

Greg Sandow

341 W.47th Street

PH

New York, NY 10036

212 974-6914

e-mail: greg@gregsandow.com
website: www.gregsandow.com

music and this introduction copyright © 1998, 2004 by Greg Sandow. All rights reserved.



A Frankenstein Overture
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[The Creature Speaks]

More quickly; strongly,
with marked rhythm

_ atempo

accel..
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A tempo, a little slower
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As before, as if
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