Lassitude

Paul Verlaine Liliane Pierre
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It’s about sweetness, sweetness, sweetness!

Calm your wild rapture just a little, while you charm me.
Sometimes, don’t you see, even at passion’s deepest depth, a lover
Needs the quiet peace that a sister might show.

Be langorous, give me sleepy caresses,

Match your sighs to your drowsy gaze.

Go — your jealous embrace and your obsessive spasms
Mean less to me than a long kiss would, even a lying one!
My child, in your heart of gold, you’ll tell me

That your savage love can’t stop crying out.

Let it shout all it wants, that silly thing.

Put your brow on my brow, and your hand on my hand,
Make me vows that tomorrow you’ll break,

And let’s weep until dawn, my crazy girl!



