Marcel Proust

[Untitled]

(The first five sentences of A la recherche du temps perdu)
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For along time, I went to be early. Sometimes, with my candle barely
out, my eyes would close so quickly that I didn’t have time to say to
myself: “I'm asleep.” And, half an hour later, the thought that it was
time to go to sleep would awaken me; I'd want to put down the book
that I'd think I still held in my hands and blow out my light; I hadn’t
stopped, while I was asleep, turning over in my mind the things I'd
been reading about. But these thoughts would take an unusual turn;

it seemed to me that I myself had become whatever the book was
talking about: a church, a quartet, the rivalry of Francois the First

and Charles the Fifth. This belief would persist for a few seconds after
Iawoke: it didn’t come as any kind of shock to my mind. but would
weigh like scales on my eyes and would stop me from seeing that the
candle was no longer lit. Then everything would begin to become
unintelligible to me, just like, after a reincarnation, the thoughts of a
previous life; the subject of the book would detach itself from me; I'd
be free to link it to myself or not; all at once I'd recover my sight and
I'd be astonished to find darkness all around me, sweet and restful to
my eyes, but perhaps even more for my mind, to which it seemed like s
omething without any cause, incomprehensible, like something truly dark.



