Das Johanniswiirmchen
"The Little St. John's Glow-Worm"

H. E. Christiane vom Hagen Joachim Meyerhof
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[A St. John's Glow-Worm is a flying beetle that
appears late in the spring, and glows in the dark.]

Aren't you early, you sweet little glow-worm,

Do you think I'm happy to see you, so early in the year?
Don't trust the golden April sun,

Which will shine on you, then disappear.

The henbane is blooming,

And so is the gooseberry bush;
The friendly swallows are building
Their nests, as they always do.

But after April,
Storms wiﬂprage and it will rain;
Wind and clouds will come;

The good weather will suddenly end.

You must stay in your cocoon,
And enjoy your rest,

You must sleep through the winter,
You poor little glow-worm!

You must be careful,

And never leave this bush;

You'll see me come here every morning,
To take care of you.

But when lovely May arrives,

And the woods and meadows are green,
That's when, safe, undisturbed and free,
You can fly through our fields.
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