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by Greg Sandow 
 

poetry by e e cummings



i 
 
when rain whom fear 
not children but men 
speaks(among leaves Easily 
through voices womenlike telling 
 
of death love earth dark) 
 
and thousand 
thrusts squirms stars 
Trees,swift each with its 
 
Own motion deeply to wickedly 
 
comprehend the innocently Doomed 
brief all which somewhere is 
 
fragrantly, 
 
arrive 
          (when 
Rain comes; 
predicating forever,assuming 
the laughter of afterwards— 
I spirally understand 
 
What 
 
touching means 
or What does a hand 
with your hair 
in my imagination 

ii 
 

I’d think “wonder 
 
if” if  
I were a 
child “we can see a bat in this 
twilight”) 
                  there one is 
 
look 
 
how it goes    like    a dream 
 
(and between house,really a kind of 
mouse)but he has little wings 
and here’s my 
hotel this is the 
door(opening it I 
 
think things 
which 
were supposed to 
be out of my reach 
                                 ,there are like 
jam on the shelf everybody guessed 
 
was too high 
 
look 
 
       (it’s back again    there    therehere 
And)I say “won’t you” (remembering) 
knowing that you 
are afraid “go first” of dreams and little 
 
bats & mice(and 
 
     you, 
you say “let’s” going in 
“take 
hands” smiling “coming up 
these dark stairs. 



iii 
 

if I love You 
(thickness means 
worlds inhabited by romaningly 
stern bright faeries 
 
if you love  
me)distance is mind carefully 
luminous with innumerable gnomes 
Of complete dream 
 
if we love each(shyly) 
other,what clouds do of Silently  
Flowers resembles beauty 
less than our breathing 
 
 
       music copyright 1971 by Greg Sandow    

      poetry used by permission of the publisher 
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i	(quasi	sonata)

for	soprano	and	mezzo-soprano

by	Greg	Sandow

poetry	by	e.	e.	cummings
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